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Thank you
for joining
On the Table
If you are a new On the Table host, welcome
aboard! If you are a returning host, welcome
back!
Since 2018, thousands of residents across the
Midlands have participated in On the Table
conversations. These conversations led to new
relationships, elevated civic conversations, and
collaborative actions. All of these outcomes make
our communities more generous, vibrant, and
engaged.
On the Table invites Midlands residents to come
together to talk, collaborate, become more
civically involved, and be more committed to
our community. The issues we face today aren’t
often solved with quick fixes. Progress will result
when residents, organizations, businesses, and
government work together. On the Table is a
starting place for meaningful conversation. What
happens next is up to you.
Central Carolina Community Foundation
brought On the Table to our community because
we believe it takes all of us to build a strong
community. We believe each voice in our
community matters and that people who feel
connected are happier citizens who make their
communities better.
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About
On the Table
Through On the Table, you’ll be part of an exciting
initiative to discuss what’s great about our
community and ways to make it even better –
more generous, vibrant, and engaged.

Where?

Who?

Anywhere! Conversations can
happen virtually over Zoom,
Google Meet, Skype, or another
virtual platform. You can also
come together in-person at a park,
in someone’s backyard, following
social distancing guidelines.

Midlands residents from all walks
of life are invited to host and
attend On the Table conversations.

What’s
Next?

great, actionable ideas that
you’re ready to take on, then do
it! Actions can include convening
a follow-up conversation,
collaborating with an organization
tackling the issue you discussed, or
raising funds for an organization
working to address a gap
important to you.

All participants will also be invited to complete
a survey following their conversations. A report
highlighting the survey response will be issued
by the Community Foundation after On the Table
and will help inform efforts to improve our
community in the months ahead.

Engaging Our Future
Why?

We know that big ideas can spring
from small conversations. At
Central Carolina Community
Foundation, we are committed
to bringing people together to
create a more generous, vibrant,
and engaged community.

On the Table conversations are meant to bring a
diversity of voices to the discussions of who we
are, our vision for the future, and what we can
do to get there together.

Young people are critical to
our community’s future.
On the Table strives to
engage our youth’s voices
and support creative and
energetic ideas from our
community’s youth — at
home, around the family
dinner table, or through
school, church, or community groups.
For ideas on including youth in your On the
Table conversation, view the Youth Guide at
www.OnTheTableCola.org.

If your discussion produces 		
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Let’s Get Started
1. Register To Host

• Use free online tools like Eventbrite or
Facebook Events to manage your RSVPs,

When you register to host at OnTheTableCola.org,

connect with your guests, and share

you join a community of people who are leading
important conversations across our communities.
You’ll receive pertinent information about On

information about your event.
• Consider asking your guests to ponder this
question before they attend: “What will we do

the Table and have access to tools and resources.
It only takes a few minutes to register today at

to create a stronger community?”

OnTheTableCola.org.

3. Plan Your Conversation

2. Invite Your Guests

Consider whether you want a theme for your

The invite list is up to you. Here are a few

discussion; perhaps there is a particular topic

pointers:

related to your community or workplace that

• Start with a few people you know — friends,

guides on OnTheTableCola.org for questions and

family, colleagues, and neighbors — then
expand your circle.
• Ask your guests to bring a friend or invite
people from your network who don’t already
know each other. Introduce new voices to
others.
• Consider expanding your reach by co-hosting
your table with a local church or nonprofit.
• 4 to 10 guests per conversation group is ideal
for everyone to speak and be heard. If you
want to host a larger gathering, consider going
virtual! Using tools like breakout groups
available on most virtual meeting platforms

you’d like to explore. Check out the conversation
resources. Conversation guides are available for a
variety of topics including race relations, poverty,
civic engagement, education, social justice, food
insecurity, affordable housing, and arts & culture.

4. Share Your Conversation
Use the tools found at OnTheTableCola.org to
tell others about your conversation. Download
the On the Table logo and graphics and use them
on social media, text messages, or emails to your
invited guests. Before, during, and after your
conversation, you and your guests can share
ideas, plans, and connections you make using the
hashtag #OnTheTableCola.

can allow space for meaningful conversation
without social distancing concerns.
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The Table is Set. Now What?
1. Prompt Conversation
The fundamental question is: What can we do
together to create a stronger community? Use
the guidelines to the right and conversations
prompts on the next page to encourage
productive discussion.

2. Encourage Solutions
After your group discusses community
challenges that concern them, consider
transitioning the discussion to possible solutions.
After all, we know that big ideas can come from
small conversations.

3. Plan for Action
Let your table take you places. On the Table is
all about listening and learning from each other
because we know that together we have the
power to impact neighborhoods, communities,
and lives. If your table is ready to take action,
begin brainstorming and plan for the next steps
to tackle a community challenge.

4. Amplify Your Discussion
Share your thoughts, connections, commitments,
and photos on social media using the hashtag
#OnTheTableCola.

Do
• Encourage everyone to participate. You may
want to ask guests to introduce themselves
or consider beginning the conversation with
time earmarked for an ice-breaker activity or
general networking.
• Invite guests to follow up and expand on
ideas.
• After the conversation, send your guest list
with contact information to OnTheTable@
yourfoundation.org for them to receive their
survey and have their voices heard in the
Community Report generated by Central
Carolina Community Foundation.
• Share your photos, videos, and stories using
the hashtag #OnTheTableCola on Twitter,
Facebook, and Instagram.
• Email us at OnTheTable@YourFoundation.org
or call 803.254.5601 if you have any questions.

DON’T
• Micromanage the conversation; let it flow
freely.
• Be judgmental or dismissive of any person’s
comments or ideas.
• Promote arguments or unproductive debate.
• Make campaign speeches or promote political
agendas.
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Wrapping Up
After Your Conversation

Apply for A Grant

In today’s world, taking time to listen to and
share different perspectives has never been
more important. Talking – and listening – to
our neighbors is an important first step toward
creating a more connected and engaged
community.

If actionable ideas come from your conversation,
consider applying for a “Beyond the Table”
mini-grant. Grants are available for individuals
with a fiscal sponsor or nonprofit organizations
and should increase volunteering, promote civic
engagement, or foster social change. Learn more
at OnTheTableCola.org

Remind Your Guests to
Complete The Survey
Before your guests depart, encourage them to
capture insights and ideas generated during your
conversation by completing a short survey. The
survey will help us identify issues and themes
emerging from On the Table conversations. The
results of the survey will be shared publicly and
be accessible to the community to inform future
planning and decision-making.
The survey is available in three ways:
Online Survey: Visit OnTheTableCola.org to
access the survey link online.
Paper Survey: Printable paper copies of the
survey will be available on OnTheTableCola.org.

Send Us Your Guest List
To ensure each participant receives the survey
link, please submit the names and email
addresses of all your guests using the form at
OnTheTableCola.org. Or, take a photo of your
attendance list or send an excel spreadsheet of
participants to OnTheTable@yourfoundation.org.

Share What Happened
We’d like to know the outcomes of your
discussion and showcase action emerging
from your tables. Share your success stories,
challenges, and ideas with us:
• Post a comment on social media
(Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram) using
#OnTheTableCola
• Leave a message with us at 803.254.5601
• Email us at OnTheTable@YourFoundation.org
• Send us a note at: Central Carolina
Community Foundation, On the Table, 2142
Boyce Street, Suite 402, Columbia, SC 29201

Thank Your Guests
A day or two after your discussion is over, thank
your guests for attending your conversation.
If some actionable ideas came from your
discussion, and you or someone from your group
plan to spearhead any of them, mention that
you’ll be back in touch with information on how
to participate.
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We want to hear from all
On the Table participants
about what matters to them.
Please fill out the survey and
ask your guests to do the same
by visiting OnTheTableCola.org
after the conversation.

A Family Affair
On the Table is an excellent opportunity
to connect and have fun as a family. The
conversations are a great way to learn about each
other’s perspectives and explore ways to become
more engaged with your community.
Your family’s conversation will depend on your
interests, the ages of the children involved, and
family situation. Consider inviting other family
members or family friends to join the conversation
virtually for a multi-generational conversation on
how we can strengthen our communities together.

Before your discussion, prepare your children
for On the Table by letting them know you
will be having a conversation about your
community. You may even take a walk around
your neighborhood to help them understand
and define its boundaries and characteristics. Let
your children know they are part of something
exciting, and people across the region are
gathering to discuss their hopes, dreams, and
desires for our community.
Here are some tips to guide the conversation.

Share the Reasons You Care About
Your Community

Develop Your Child’s Understanding
of Civic Responsibility

Start by asking everyone to tell one positive
memory or story about your community. This
could be a favorite community event, a person
in the community or even a place in the
community, like a park, garden or landmark.

Ask your child to think about and discuss
what the duties and obligations are of
belonging to a community.

❍ What are the key characteristics of a great
neighborhood?
❍ What are the positive characteristics or
qualities of your community?
❍ What are the needs of your community?

Ask Your Family Members What
They Care About
❍ What cause does each family member care
about —and why?
❍ Are there issues or problems in your
neighborhood that worry or concern you?
❍ Do you have an idea to help your school,
community or neighbors?
❍ What can you do alone or as a family
to make a difference in your school,
neighborhood, or community?

❍ What does it mean to work for the
common good?
❍ What actions can you take to help improve
your community?

Who is Responsible for Creating and
Sustaining Great Communities?
❍ What is your role as a parent, child,
student, teacher, etc.?
❍ What could you do to be more civically
involved in your community?
❍ What is one thing you could do to help
another person?
❍ What things might you do to connect with
people outside your community?
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The Power of Partnership
Follow the Community Foundation on:
facebook.com/CentralCarolinaCommunityFoundation

@CCCFTweets

@CCCFPics

For more information:
Visit OnTheTableCola.org
Email us at
OnTheTable@YourFoundation.org
Or call 803.254.5601

About Central Carolina Community Foundation
Central Carolina Community Foundation, the Midlands’ local center for philanthropy, is a nonprofit
organization serving 11 counties in the Midlands of SC by distributing grants and scholarships and
linking the resources of individuals, families, corporations, nonprofits, and area leaders to community
needs. We were founded in September 1984 by business leaders who wanted to establish a permanent
endowment that would enhance the lives of citizens in the Midlands. In addition to On the Table, the
Foundation leads the Midlands Gives online giving challenge, Connected Communities grants, the
One SC Fund, annual scholarships, and more.

For more information, visit www.YourFoundation.org or call 803.254.5601.

On the Table® is the registered trademark of The Chicago Community Trust and is
being used pursuant to a license.

Thank you to First Citizen’s Bank for
generously funding On the Table.

Each voice in our
community matters
and people who feel
connected are happier
citizens who make their
communities better.

