Powered by

2019 Impact Report

Creating Connections
Across the Community
On October 22, 2019, thousands of residents from
Richland and Lexington Counties gathered around
tables with friends, neighbors, and colleagues to
talk about issues, big and small, that impact our
quality of life. It was the second year our region’s
On the Table initiative focused on facilitating
organic, informal, community conversations
that will inspire action and create change across
communities.
Conversations covered hundreds of topics
throughout the day. Hosts could lead the
conversation around a topic that interested them or
use the guided conversation prompts that centered
on hope and top needs for our community,
leveraging strengths, and identifying how we can
connect as a community to create a more generous,
vibrant, and engaged region.
Following an exciting day of meaningful
conversations, participants were asked to take
a survey that collected information on who

participated in the conversation, their views of our
community, and where they see opportunity for
growth. This report showcases the results of that
survey.
On the Table is about encouraging residents to think
about the opportunities in our community that
should be a priority and discovering how we can
work together to make our community a better
place. It’s about adding a diversity of voices to
the discussion of who we are, where we’re going,
and what we can do to get there. And it’s about
inspiring our community to take action to make
our dreams a reality. The conversations may be the
starting point but they are definitely not the end.
We hope the information in this report inspires you
to move beyond the table – to continue to connect
with your neighbors, learn about issues facing
our community, and take a step today towards
improving your community.

Central Carolina Community Foundation is hosting On the Table with support from
the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation. On The Table replicates an annual civic
engagement initiative of the same name developed by The Chicago Community Trust in
2014. Support for On the Table advances Knight Foundation’s work to help cities attract
and keep talented people, expand economic opportunity and create a culture of civic
engagement. Knight Foundation believes that successful communities are equitable,
inclusive and participatory.
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Thank you to First Citizen’s Bank
for generously funding On the Table.

On the Table | 2019 Impact Report • www.OnTheTableCola.org • OnTheTable@YourFoundation.org

“It’s inspiring, because you
know that everyone at the
table cares and has a stake
in where this community is
headed.”
— Adam Naughton, participant
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How to use
this data.
Gather friends, family, neighbors, or

colleagues together to discuss portions of
the results that you find interesting. Discuss
how you, individually and collectively, can
move “beyond the table” and commit to
taking action to strengthen our community.

Use the information in the “Community
Priorities” section to identify areas where
you can have a greater impact when
you give your time, talent, or treasure.
Identify nonprofits working in these areas
of opportunity and ask how you can get
involved.

Commit to learning more about the

areas of opportunity that stand out to you or
another viewpoint that differs from yours.
Connect with individuals or groups to listen
and understand their unique viewpoints.

Share the report with community

leaders or other decision makers in your
network and encourage them to use the
findings to influence their decisions.

Continue the conversations with your

More information is available at
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friends, families, neighbors, colleagues, and
community to find other opportunities to
www.OnTheTableCola.org.
strengthen our community.
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The People
On the Table engaged participants from all
walks of life — representing diverse ages, races,
interests, levels of civic engagements, and more.

2

Counties

An Estimated

An Estimated

Conversations

Participants

216

2,160

Following On the Table, 565 participants
responded to the survey.
Hosts and participants represented a wide cross section of the community and engaged with
On the Table through a variety of affiliations including nonprofits, universities, hospitals,
corporations, small businesses, neighborhood associations, religious organizations,
individual interests, schools, chambers, local government, and professional associations.

Gender

Age
17% 20%
65+

30%
Men

70%

Women

18-34

32% 31%
50-64
35-49

Race

66% White
27% African Americans
3% Biracial/Multiracial
2% Asians
2% Others

Education

High School
Graduate or Less

14%
49%

5%

32%

Two-year or
Vocational
College
Four-year
College Graduate

Post-Graduate

Residents from All Walks of Life

I consider myself to be a part of these groups:
37% two-parent families
8% young adults
30% people of color
entering job market
25% senior citizens
8% people with disabilities
20% young professionals/
6% LGBTQ+ individuals
no children
4% immigrants
11% single-parent families

82%
88%
71%
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are involved in community
and neighborhood activities
voted in most recent
local elections
have lived in
community 11+ years

Party Identification
29%

Republican

48%

Democrat

23%

Independent

Geographic:

38%

59%

Richland
County

Lexington
County
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“On the Table is a great way to connect with the community and
keep our hand on the heartbeat of the Midlands.”
— Merrell Johnson, participant

A wide range of issues and challenges were
discussed at On the Table conversations.
Economic issues and poverty

Housing issues

72%

53%

41%
36%

Pre-K/12 education, youth development
Crime and public safety

Discrimination and social inclusion

35%

26%
19%
18%

Social justice issues
Affordable healthcare
Drugs & addiction

Powered by

Their Perspectives
In both counties, the majority of respondents feel their community is the perfect place for them, that
residents have shared goals and priorities, and their community provides opportunities for everyone.

My community is the perfect
place for people like me.

Agree

Disagree

Residents have shared
goals/priorities for
our community.

Agree

My community provides
opportunities for everyone.

Disagree

Agree

Disagree

White participants see their community as more united than divided in addressing
important goals and priorities than participants of color do.
Do you think people in your community are more united or more divided when it comes
to addressing important goals and challenges?

All participants
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Whites

African Americans

All People of Color

On the Table | 2019 Impact Report • www.OnTheTableCola.org • OnTheTable@YourFoundation.org

Perspectives on the degree to which participants see their community as more
united or divided in addressing important issues also vary.
Do you think people in your community are more united or more divided when it comes
to addressing important goals and challenges?

69%

65%

54%

55%

35%

54%

31%

30%
11%

64%

5%

10%

4%

Lexington
County

All participants

36%

31%

27%
14%

Nearly nine in 10
consider Richland
and Lexington to be
welcoming.
More than nine in 10
would recommend
Richland and Lexington
Counties as a place
to live.

5%

Richland
County

77%
64%

62%

57%
43%

63%
56%

36%
23%

29%

53%

51%
36%

38%

32%

20%
8%

7%

Chapin

14%

3%

Town of
Lexington

6%

7%

Irmo

9%

6%

City of
Columbia
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Community Priorities
On the Table survey respondents identified economic issues as the top priority they
want our community to address.

Jobs and economic development is the top issue participants want their community to address;
poverty and economic security, housing, and crime are important second-tier priorities.
THREE most important issues for my community to address:
Good jobs/economic development
Poverty, economic security
Housing issues
Crime, violence, public safety
Race relations, racial discrimination
Affordable healthcare

16%
16%
16%
15%
15%
15%
13%

Environmental issues
Public transportation
Reducing hunger/food insecurity
Local public and charter schools
Early childhood development
Social justice issues
Parks and recreation areas

20%
19%

Top 4 Priorities from 2018:

1
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Good jobs,
economic
development

2

Poverty,
economic
security

3

Crime,
violence,
public
safety

28%

33%

37%

43%

Cited by less than 10%:
Drug and alcohol addiction
Treatment of immigrants

4

9%
3%

Housing
(affordable,
homelessness)
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Jobs, economic development, and housing
are top-tier priorities across the

political spectrum & region.

THREE most important issues for my community to address:
Democrats

Independents

Republicans

Poverty/economic security

40%

Jobs/economic development

45%

Jobs/economic development

53%

Jobs/economic development

37%

Poverty/economic security

42%

Crime/violence/public safety

41%

Housing issues

36%

Housing issues

29%

Housing issues

33%

Lexington County

Richland County

Chapin

Jobs/economic development

46%

Poverty/economic security

42%

Jobs/economic development

52%

Poverty/economic security

28%

Jobs/economic development

41%

Housing

32%

Housing

28%

Housing

37%

Parks and recreation

27%

Town of Lexington

Irmo

City of Columbia

Jobs/economic development

45%

Jobs/economic development

40%

Jobs/economic development

41%

Housing

29%

Poverty/economic security

38%

Poverty/economic security

41%

Poverty/economic security

27%

Crime/violence/public safety

36%

Housing

36%

Public transportation

27%
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Community Engagement
On the Table survey respondents believe they can have an impact on making their
community a better place to live.
Nonprofits and community organizations, residents, and faith communities are
thought to have the greatest impact on making the community a better place to live.
TWO or THREE groups that have the greatest impact on making my community a better place to live.

65%

Nonprofits and community organizations

50%

Community residents

46%

Faith communities (churches, mosques, etc.)

37%

Employers/business community

32%

Local government

23%

Public school teachers/leaders
Youth in community
News media

12%
9%

More than nine in 10 believe that people coming together
from across the area is critical to developing solutions
to community challenges.

Essential
60%

Very
important
31%

91% HIGHLY
IMPORTANT

9 in 10
say they will likely
take specific action
on an issue they
discussed at
On the Table.

Less
important
9%
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A significant majority of participants plan to take a number of steps to address local issues and
challenges in hopes of making their community a better place to live.
Which of these will you do during the next year to help address local issues
and challenges and to make your community a better place to live?

81%

Vote
Build relationships with new
people

78%

Work with others on issues

67%

Attend community meetings/
events

67%
66%

Volunteer
Work to raise awareness/
educate others
Donate money to cause/
organization
Mentor someone in
community
Become more politically
involved

58%
54%
31%
26%

While over half feel there are opportunities to get involved in addressing economic
issues and poverty, significant proportions don’t feel there are opportunities to get
involved in a number of community challenges.
For which of these issues do you feel there are opportunities for you personally to get involved?
Economic issues
and poverty
Pre-K/12 education, youth
development
Discrimination and social
inclusion

57%
45%
44%
34%

Social justice issues

29%

Housing issues

19%

Crime and public safety
Affordable healthcare
Drugs and addiction

15%
12%
Powered by

Beyond the Table
To inspire On the Table participants to take
action on the ideas discussed, Central Carolina
Community Foundation introduced in 2018 a
funding opportunity called “Beyond the Table.”

Congaree Riverkeeper

“Beyond the Table” mini-grants are granted to
nonprofit organizations or individuals with a
fiscal sponsorship. Applications were accepted
following the 2019 day of conversation and were
selected by a committee composed of community
members. Each project addresses at least one of
the 10 issues that were identified as a community
priority in the 2018 On the Table survey. Thank
you for taking action and moving “Beyond the
Table” to strengthen our community!

the public about pollution issues facing our

Volunteer river and stream cleanups that will be
focused on improving our local parks, educating
rivers, and collecting data and information that
will be used to guide public policy decisions.

Girl Scout Troup 1929

(Beth Shalom Synagogue serves as the
fiscal sponsor)
Construction of a kiosk in Sesquicentennial State
Park that will inform people on the principles and
importance of leave no trace.

Beyond the Table
Grant Recipients
Columbia Children’s Theatre
The production of a family-friendly original play
focused on seeing disabilities as abilities. The
production will feature a multi-generational,
bi-lingual cast and will be performed at West

Homeless No More
The creation of a community garden in the Two
Notch Road area will create a beautiful space
for the community to gather and will provide
wholesome, local food to an area identified as a
food desert.

Ivy Heritage Foundation of Irmo, Inc.

Columbia’s Carraway Park, Saluda Shoals Park’s

Financial literacy workshops and entrepreneur

Leo’s Landing Inclusive Playground, and Owens

training for Refugee Women from Democratic

Field Miracle League Field.

Republic of Congo that will help the participants
obtain skills, tools, and knowledge of resources
for achieving self-sufficiency.
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Latino Communications CDC

Reconciliation Ministries SC

A program, titled “Chicas Chat,” that will

Community meals will bring people together

bring together young Latinas and mentors to

from various socio-economic statuses, ages, races,

address the cultural, generational, and religious

and genders.

rifts young Latinas face as they assimilate and
navigate young adulthood.

$19,600
invested in
11 projects

Serve & Connect
Programs and a community celebration for
“Charlotte’s Girls,” a grassroots, communityled initiative that empowers young women for
leadership development, resiliency, and economic
opportunity.

Sustainable Midlands
Community meetings focused on bringing

Midlands Fatherhood Coalition
A work place program that will provide

individuals together to discuss agricultural and
ecotourism opportunities for Lower Richland
Communities.

employers and employees information and
resources on fatherhood and parenting.

New Bethel Foundation

Learn more about “Beyond the Table”
grants at OnTheTableCola.org.

A program focused on filling youth’s down time
during holidays and spring vacation with positive
activities, including art, music, and educational
field trips.
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Save the Date!

On the Table 2020 will be on
Tuesday, October 6, 2020!
Visit OnTheTableCola.org to view the
interactive dashboard of the full report.

Central Carolina Community Foundation, the Midlands’ local center for philanthropy, is a nonprofit
organization serving 11 counties in the Midlands of SC by distributing grants and scholarships and
linking the resources of individuals, families, corporations, nonprofits, and area leaders to community
needs. We were founded in September 1984 by business leaders who wanted to establish a permanent
endowment that would enhance the lives of citizens in the Midlands. In addition to On the Table, the
Foundation leads the Midlands Gives online giving platform, Connected Communities grants, the
One SC Fund, annual scholarships, and more.

For more information, visit www.YourFoundation.org
or call 803.254.5601.

